MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BUCKLEBURY PARISH COUNC
Held at the Bucklebury Memorial Hall on Monda¥ Bebruary 2010

PRESENT
Mrs. P. W. Frankum; Mrs. L. Clarke; Mr. J. BrinMdr. H. Hind; Mr. T. Slatford; Mr. D.
Heslop; Mr. A. Gilbert.

APOLOGIES
Mr. P. Brook; Mr. S. Beeson; Mr. J. de Lara; Mr.[Bckens; Mrs. H. Pratt; Mr. Q. Webb; Mr.
G. Pask.

ALSO PRESENT
Mr. M. Scholl; Mr. P. Allison; Mr. I. Lindsey.

MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on Mondal' January 2010 were agreed as a true
record by all present and signed by Mrs. Frankum.

TOPICS

T1. Hot Shots Paint Balling Site, The Ridge.
The meeting was closed for Mr. Lindsey, the agemmfWasing Estate, to talk about
the proposed planning application for the Hot Sia@st Balling Site. Wasing Estate
owns the wooded site (formerly a gravel pit), “HBitots Paint Balling” is operated by
a different company and Wasing Estate are workinth whe operator on the
preparation of plans. The land has been useddmt palling since the early 1980’s
under a series of temporary licenses, the lastlo€lwexpired some time ago. The
planning application being prepared is for permapenmission for paintballing seven
days a week from 8am to 8pm, in order to accomnsodath potential corporate and
private use. An environmental assessment hasdsrerd out, which it is understood
Jeremy Davey(WBC) has approved. There are a nuaibeooden shelters on the site
which are used for distribution of equipment anelt.
Mr. Heslop aked whether the planning permission was tied toofierator or the lanc
Mr. Lindsey replied that it was specifically foretHand and if the operator were to
change the permission would still be valid.
Mr. Slatford asked whether it would be possible amthe application being applied
for, for paintballing to talk place continuouslydays a week from 8am to 8pm. The
reply was that unless planning restrictions aregdaon any permission granted this
could be the case, however Mr. Lindsey felt thatefwill not be sufficient demand for
this to occur.
Mr. Gilbert asked whether there were any changasnad to the shelters and was
informed that the planning application doesn’t gj@many of the shelters.
Mr. Hind asked what it was planned to store on sidee to burglaries in the past, only
compressed air is likely to be stored at the site.
Mrs. Clarke asked whether there had been any comiplen the past. Mr. Lindsey
said that he understood that there hadn’t been. Hdslop supported this by saying
that initially there had been a lot of concern, lheitwasn’t aware of any issues.
The meeting was reopened.

T2.  Flood Alleviation Project.
The meeting was closed for Mr. Allison to update(BBn the Flood Alleviation
Project.
The Environment Agency (EA) with Brett Associathe £ngineers are finalising plans
for the whole scheme with Brett Associates, theireegys. The EA has a project
appraisal board meeting on"1Bebruary which has to approve the funding andwe g
the go ahead for such schemes. The report is Ipgemared for the EA by engineers
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and includes designs, budget, environmental imdamtd risk for downstream and
flood risk for all the houses. The EA have writtienall the potential landowners
affected, including WBC the owners of the Recraat®round and asked them to
confirm in writing by £' February 2010 whether they accept in principalptaosed
scheme and approach. All wrote back and nonersaid WBC consulted the trustees
of the Recreation Ground who, in error, they unied to be the Recreation Ground
Committee whereas BPC are the trustees. The Rerrearound Committee gave
their permission for the work to go ahead, inclgdine bund along the western end of
the recreation ground.
Pledges have been placed by those from the vidageunting to £65,000. A company
has been formed and registered at Companies Haudartdle the signing of the
contract with the EA and the financial aspectshaf project. The company is very
tightly asset locked.
The bund being built on the Recreation Ground fafider the reservoirs act, meaning
that checks have to be made on an annual basée stability of the bund.
Mr. Slatford proposed that BPC (as trustees oRbereation Ground Charity) support
the project, this was seconded by Mrs. Clarke arahimously agreed.

T3. Memorial Hall, Rent for Meetings.
The meeting was closed for Mr. Scholl to speak.
Mrs. Frankum asked Mr. Scholl to inform BPC of thexision taken by the Memorial
Hall Management Committee on whether or not to ghd&PC for rent for use of the
Memorial Hall.
Mr. Scholl responded by introducing himself, givisgme background relating to his
past experiences and some information about tleeofdrustees in relation to charitie
Ultimately under Charity Law, he understands thatsionly proper for the Hall
Committee to charge BPC rent for the use of the I{gbr a full transcript, please refer
to the attached document).
The meeting was reopened.
Wendy Dacey the WBC CCB Village Halls advisor wapr@ached for independent
advice regarding whether BPC should pay rent ferafsthe hall. She very helpfully
sent a document about how Parish Councils can tefpmunity halls and which
contained advice which stated that Parish Cousbitaild pay rent. An email had been
received from Mr. Beeson indicating that he waergity against BPC paying rent for
the hall. This had been distributed before thetmgend read by all present.
Mrs. Clarke proposed that BPC accept Wendy Dacdyga and pay rent for BPC
business taking place in the Memorial Hall frothAlpril, deducting the amount of rent
from the ring fenced money for the coming finangiér. She also proposed that BPC
reserve the right to charge the Hall Committeetlier Clerk’s time spent on Memorial
Hall business and to review the arrangement anéxt meeting when annual grants
are considered. The proposal was carried by 3svotefavour, 1 against and 2
members abstaining because they have an interest.
Mr. Slatford proposed that a working group be fodnte investigate the cost and
availability of other venues within the parish wb@&PC business could be carried out
and as holding trustees of the Memorial Hall toueasthat BPC is upholding its
responsibilities as stated in the document. Thés weconded by Mr. Brims and
carried with 5 votes in favour and 1 against.

PLANNING

P1. 20 Broad Lane.
BPC are concerned about the two mobile homes behatbhungalow and the storage
container in the front garden. BPC have not resgbito date received a planning
application.
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Plans submitted for approval:

P2. 09/02636/HOUSE Copse Cottage, Carbinswood Lane.
Extension to existing two storey side extensiorg storey side extension,
new porch and single storey side extension.
BPC objectsto this application on the grounds that it doesoinply with
Bucklebury Vision in terms of the roof lines. Tkg&tensions potentially
overpower the original house.

Planning applications determined:

P3.  09/02304/FUL Chapel Row Surgery, The Avenue.
Extension of existing car park.
BPC supported this application and it has beapproved.

S1. _Schools Nothing to report.

MAINTENANCE
M1. Upper Bucklebury Bus Shelter.
Paul Hyde(WBC) who has previously been responddyl®us stop repairs has moved
roles. Matthew Metcalf has taken over this roléne Clerk has asked him to check the
guote which was previously obtained for the repainsl obtain a quote for fittingHP/
armoured Perspex which is either supplied by tim¢raotor or BPC. WBC
M2. Cemetery Cleaner.
A cleaner for the Cemetery has been appointeceindhe chapel three times a year.

PUBLIC PATHS AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Ppl. _Settlement Boundary.
Mr. Pask has notified WBC that he would like th&lement boundary around Upper
Bucklebury to be reviewed, particularly around fiedd behind the pub and the back
gardens along the South side of Broad Lane. Memkum asked that Burdens Heath
and Long Grove be added to this list. Some questwere asked about the extent of
the existing settlement boundary. The Clerk wheck the exact position of theGP/
settlement boundary. HP

Pp2. _Land at top of Little Lane.
WBC has confirmed that the grass opposite the gaaathe top of Little Lane belongs
to Highways. It was agreed that any action regaydiarking on the land should be
postponed until the March meeting.

Pp3. _Bucklebury Meadow — Line of Footpath.
The Clerk will contact Jeremy Davey(WBC) to check the progress with the
enforcement team regarding replacement of the ,ttbesindigenous hedge and the
removal of structures from the land to the rea® Mortons Lane. HP

Pp4. _People driving up the river.
Mr. Allison identified some video footage of velasldriving up the River Pang from
Bucklebury Ford on Utube. Images, including numtiates were identified, however
the Environment Agency are unable to act and hadecated that this is a police
matter and section 59 notices may be issued.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

Gal. _Litter Pickers.
Helen Lewis (WBCas counted the litter pickers and they have 4@lsle for adults.
In addition to this they have 30 litter pickers ideed for children. The Clerk has
requested all of the litter pickers for the Spramgl Autumn Common Clearing. Given
that WBC have this number of litter pickers it wast felt that BPC need to invest in
any, although the situation will be monitored.
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Ga2. _Donations Policy.
Mrs. Clarke reported that she had updated the yal would email it to councillors,
so that it can be approved at the next meetinge Clerk will print a copy for Mr. LC
Hind. HP
Ga3. _Annual Assembly.
There was some discussion about the groups whodvaeuinvited to have a display in
The Oak Room during the Annual Parish Assemblyy group within the parish may
be invited to have a table. The Clerk will book fthe Oak Room, assuming that it is
available and draw up a list of possible groups. HP
Ga4. _Vice Chairman from May 2010.
Mr. Beeson has contacted Mrs. Frankum and inforrhed that due to work
commitments he cannot continue as Vice Chairmam fkday this year although he
would like to continue with his work on the Common.

FINANCE

F1. Balances:
Lloyds Treasurers Account £34,358.64t 20/1/2010.
Scottish Widows Call Account £12,739.7At 1/1/2010.
Scottish Widows Gilroy Bequest Account £4,459.18 1/1/2010.

Scottish Widows Memorial Hall Extension Fund £3BLB7 At 1/1/2010.
F2. Cheques to be signed by Councillors:

The Alpha Xperience £244.5Qlanuary edition of The Oaks.
Mrs. A. Banks £6.00 Oaks delivery — Little Ln. & Long Grove.
E. Weedon £6.000aks delivery — Hopgoods Green & Burdens Heath.
Greg Eaton £6.000aks delivery — Turners Green & Roundfield.
C. Morris £3.00 Oaks delivery — Berrys Road.
Janine Hanson £3.000aks delivery — Broad Lane.
Mrs. H. M. Pratt £384.00Clerks January 2010 salary.
CORRESPONDENCE

C1 Free Swimming for over 60’s.
Free swimming is available for those over 60 aaldeisure centers.

C2. Heritage Forum.
Parish councils are invited to be part of a forustuassing our heritage. Mrs. Frankum
will send of the necessary paperwork saying that BHI be part of the forum.

C3. _Community Planning Conference — Saturday Méthh
Mrs. Frankum will be attending this conference.

C4. Berkshire County Blind Society.
Berkshire County Blind Society have written andntked BPC for the agreement to
support them in the next financial year.

C5. Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB).
The WB CAB have written to thank BPC for the agreafrto support them in the next
financial year and included information about thenter of new clients they have
taken on per council ward over the last three yeara quarterly bases.

C6. Textile Bank for Barnardo’s.
Barnardo’s are working with L W Sait who are @tay textile banks to raise fund
The Memorial Hall and Peachs store car parks wensidered. It was agreed that the
information be passed to the Memorial Hall Manag&m@ommittee who could
consider the matter, although security was voiced eoncern.

C7. Thames Valley Police Conference — Monda} Z2burary 1 — 4pm.
Thames Valley Police are holding a conference ortklirg Rural Crime at
Sheepdrove Organic Farm. Mr. Heslop may be abdétémd.

C8. The Watermill Restoration Company.

Signature ................... Date .................
2010/9




Mr. McOran-Campbell has written and thanked BPCdonsidering support for the
mill restoration. He commented on the insuranc@ey@aid out as a result of the fire
and states that the mill itself was not burnt, eatihe adjacent barn, thus any insurance
money was not for the mill.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

NEXT MEETING: Monday 8™ March 2010
NEXT PLANNING MEETING: Monday 25 " January 2010 (8pm)
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLOWING DATES :
District Parish Conference Wednesday 7March 2010
Annual Assembly Friday 7' May 2010
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QIYIHAWUIT i i iin e,

Firstly, for those of you who do not know me, | am Mike Scholl and am the Chairman of the
trustees of the Memorial Hall. To give you a bit of background. | worked abroad for 20 odd years
mostly running companies for Schering Plough before returning to the UK 22 years ago. Since
then | have worked mostly in the charity sector. | served for a number of years on the board of a
Foundation helping to manage £200M of investments and reviewing applications from charities
for grants. We averaged about 400 grants per year for some £6M annually

| am also on the board of two other UK charities and as part of our regular trustee training
programmes have been on a number of training courses. | do not profess to be an expert in
Charity Law but | do think | know more that most people on this subject.

Charities, like the Memorial Hall elect their trustees. The trustees are however responsible to the
Charity Commissioners, and there are substantial sanctions that can be taken against trustees
who do not live up to the high standards required.

Trustees have two main responsibilities:
Trustees must not benefit from their position.

The Charitable Funds should be used for the specific objectives of the charity and must produce
a “charitable benefit".

The concept of charitable benefit was introduced in the charities act. Its main consequence is
that since education per se is no longer considered a charitable purpose, schools need to do
something extra to justify their status. Ironically this means that great institutions like Eton college
can offer scholarships to the many poor children who would like to go there but small schools
have great difficulty finding both the funds and the poor students to benefit.

Our Charity, as | am sure you all know manages the Memorial Hall and our objectives are “the
physical and mental training and recreation and social moral and intellectual development [of
local residents] through the medium of a Village Hall”. And that is precisely what we seek to do
by renting the hall out to local residents and to local organisations serving our parishioners.

I would like to say, both as a parishioner of Bucklebury and as a trustee of the Hall that |, and our
committee, appreciate the support that the Parish Council has given the Hall over the years. It
strikes me as totally appropriate that the PC has used part of the precept to enable significant
improvements to be made to the fabric of the Hall and we now have a Hall that is as good as
most in the area, and which is regularly used by parishioners.

This notwithstanding, the trustees were concerned that the practice, which has been in place for
many years, of allowing the Parish Council to use the Hall at no charge was likely to be in breach
of charity law. Trustees are, of course aware of the capital grants given to the Hall for building
and other work. But other organisations have also given grants to the Hall. And in any event the
whole nature of a grant is that it is given for a specific (in this case capital) project and should not
be used for anything else.

| discussed the matter with your chairman and then, after discussing it again in our F&GP
meeting referred the matter to the Charity Commission. Please note, however, that | did not ask
the charity Commission if we could charge the Parish Council but rather whether it was proper
not to charge.

As | suspected the Charity Commission confirmed that we ought to charge you, and so we now
have no choice but to do so. | would like to stress that our Trustees are not doing this in any
opportunistic way in order to get more money out of the PC. On the contrary, when | first
broached the subject | suggested that this would no doubt mean that the PC would have less
capital grant money to spend and that we expected a reduction in future grants. We are not
hoping for one extra penny from the precept but simply to ensure we are operating within the
rules.

The Hall covers its running costs through the charges we make to users using 4 different rates:
Parishioners

Non Parishioners

Block bookers who book regular weekly slots for a whole term.

Local not for profit organisations.

The Hall Committee reviews the rates on an annual basis and also reviews the organisations that
fall into the different categories.

Last year there were: 352 BlockBooker, 180 NonCommercial 22 NonParishioner and 14
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